










FAMILY LAW

RETAIN FIRM

SCHEDULING CONFERENCE / 1ST COURT DATE

ESTIMATED TIME PERIOD TO SERVE 
OPPOSING PARTY DA

YS

MARYLAND RESIDENT OUT OF STATE RESIDENT

COURT SCHEDULES FUTURE COURT DATES
CASE IS BIFURCATED IF MINOR CHILDREN ARE INVOLVED AND CUSTODY IS BEING DISPUTED

OUT OF COUNTRY RESIDENT

FIRM FILES COMPLAINT

SERVE OPPOSING PARTY

30
DAYS

60
DAYS

90
DAYS

15

APPROXIMATE TIME 
PERIOD AFTER THE 
ANSWER IS DUEDAYS

15-30

kishore@maryland-lawoffice.com
www.maryland-lawoffice.com

O | 301.315.0001       F | 301.315.0825
© 2018 Shah & Kishore. All rights reserved.

***Mediation will NOT be ordered by the court if there is history 
of domestic violence or if either party does not have counsel.

ADR/Mediation can/will be ordered if trial time requested is 
more than half a day as long as both parties have counsel. 

* More trial days requested will 
   push trial dates further out.

ISSUES DETERMINED:
PHYSICAL & LEGAL CUSTODY
ACCESS SCHEDULE
CHILD SUPPORT

CHILD CUSTODY/SUPPORT*

DISCOVERY 
COMPLETED

60-90
DAYS

SETTLEMENT
CONFERENCE

3-4
MONTHS

FINAL TRIAL DATE
(MERITS HEARING)

4-5
MONTHS

EITHER PARTY 
COULD REQUEST 
THESE SERVICES:

APPOINT BEST INTEREST 
ATTORNEY (BIA) 

CUSTODY EVALUATION 

COURT 
WILL ORDER:

PARENTING 
SEMINAR
FOR BOTH 
PARENTS
MEDIATION***

ISSUES DETERMINED:
DISTRIBUTION OF 
MARITAL PROPERTY
ALIMONY
MONETARY AWARDS
COUNSEL FEES

** Final trial date (merits hearing) will
depend on the grounds for divorce.
More trial days requested will push 

schedule dates further out.

FINANCIAL ASPECTS**

DISCOVERY 
COMPLETED

SETTLEMENT
CONFERENCE

30-60
DAYS
PRIOR TO 

ELIGIBILITY

From Date 
of Eligibility 

for Absolute 
Divorce

0-30
DAYS

FINAL TRIAL DATE
(MERITS HEARING)

3-4
MONTHS

From Settlement 
Conference Date

30 days prior
 to settlement 

conference 

TIME PERIOD FOR OPPOSING PARTY TO FILE AN ANSWER AND POSSIBLY FILE A COUNTER COMPLAINT

PENDENTE LITE HEARING (PL)
EITHER PARTY CAN REQUEST A HEARING FOR TEMPORARY ISSUES SUCH AS:

ALIMONY | CHILD SUPPORT | ACCESS SCHEDULE
PL

DIVORCE TIMELINE WITH MINOR 
CHILDREN INVOLVED

DIVORCE 
ELIGIBILITY
Eligible if spouses 
are separated for 
12 months w/o 
interruption, or 
immediately if 
grounds require no 
waiting period.





CUSTODY TIMELINE INITIAL CUSTODY CASE
/CUSTODY MODIFICATION

(Not held in a
modification case)








